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Outline

• “Vietnam is not a War”
– Frames, Narrative, Subjectivity

• 1975 Evacuees
• The “boat people” experience
• Resettlement & secondary migrations
• Transforming Orange County
• Interviewing/Primary Sources
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Context and Perspectives

• What types of stories are told about 
Vietnam and its refugees in mainstream 
media?

• How do these stories remember the past 
and for what purpose today?

• How does history get written? By whom? 
For whom?



“Black April”
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US Militarism in Southeast Asia

• 1954 partition
• Secret War in Laos1964-73
• US withdrawal in 1975
• Khmer Rouge, 1975-79
• Evacuees/first wave
• Reeducation camps
• Boat People



Southeast Asian Archive
Documenting the histories of Cambodian, 
Laotian, Hmong and Vietnamese diasporic
communities.
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Courtesy of Nick Ut (Saigon, 1966)
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Consequences
• 58,000 American lives
• 5.1 million Southeast Asian lives 

– 2 million Cambodians at the hands of the Khmer 
Rouge

– Unexploded ordnances (UXO) have killed 20,000 
people in Laos since the bombings have ended

– Reeducation/imprisonment of South Vietnamese
– Mass exodus (land, sea)



THE 1975 
EVACUEES
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Camp Pendleton, 1975

Scire Photographs of Refugees at Camp Pendleton 1975, MS-SEA034, Special Collections and 
Archives, The UCI Libraries, Irvine, California
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Official Marine Corps Photograph Operation New Arrival 12



Official Marine Corps 
Photograph

13



THE BOAT PEOPLE 
EXPERIENCE
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Huy Tran
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UCI Libraries Special 
Collections & Archives
Project Ngoc Records
MS-SEA016
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UCI Libraries Special Collections & Archives
Project Ngoc Records, MS-SEA016 17



UCI Libraries Special Collections & Archives
Project Ngoc Records, MS-SEA016
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LOAN PHAM THAI 20



RESETTLEMENT
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December 1979, Virginia

Westminster, CA in the 
mid-1980s
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ORANGE COUNTY:
CREATING LITTLE SAIGON
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Orange County, California
• Population over 3 

million
• White: 1.3 million (44%)
• Latino: 1 million (34%)
• API: 600,000 (20%)

– Fastest growing
– Vietnamese: 194,423 
– Korean: 93,710
– Filipino: 89,341
– Chinese: 84,170
(Cambodian:7,072| Laotian:3,053 | Hmong: 1,200)

Photos from The Orange County Register
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A Watershed 
Moment in 
Vietnamese 
American History 
Hi-Tek Protest in 1999

Courtesy of Ly Kien Truc
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54 Days and Nights of Protest (10,000 people at its peak)
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Vietnam War Memorial at the Sid Goldstein Freedom Park, Westminster
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INTERVIEWS AS 
PRIMARY SOURCES
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Trần Thy Vân

Vietnamese American Oral History Project
vaohp.lib.uci.edu



primary sources

seaadoc.lib.uci.edu 35



primary sources

oac.cdlib.org 36



Follow us on Facebook!
facebook.com/ocseaauci

Hours: Monday-Friday 1:00-5:00pm 
and by appointment



April 14
7:00 PM
Barclay Theatre
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