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“Vietnam Is not a War”
— Frames, Narrative, Subjectivity

1975 Evacuees

The “boat people” experience
Resettlement & secondary migrations
Transforming Orange County
Interviewing/Primary Sources
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« \WWhat types of stories are told about

Vietham and its refugees in mainstream
media?

 How do these stories remember the past
and for what purpose today?

 How does history get written? By whom?
For whom?



“Black April”







e 1954 partition

e Secret War in Laos1964-73
e US withdrawal in 1975

« Khmer Rouge, 1975-79
Evacuees/first wave
Reeducation camps

Boat People
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Documenting the histories of Cambodian,
Laotian, Hmong and Vietnamese diasporic
communities.
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« 58 000 American lives

e 5.1 milion Southeast Asian lives

— 2 million Cambodians at the hands of the Khmer
Rouge

— Unexploded ordnances (UXO) have killed 20,000
people in Laos since the bombings have ended

— Reeducation/imprisonment of South Vietnamese
— Mass exodus (land, sea)



THE 1975
EVACUEES
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Official Marine Corps Photograph




Official Marine Corps
Photograph
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THE BOAT PEOPLE
EXPERIENCE



Huy Tran




UCI Libraries Special
Collections & Archives
Project Ngoc Records
MS-SEA016
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UC Irvine
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UCI Libraries Special Collections & Archives
Project Ngoc Records, MS-SEA016
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UC Irvine
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December 1979, Virginia
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ORANGE COUNTY:
CREATING LITTLE SAIGON



Population over 3
million

White: 1.3 million (44%)
Latino: 1 million (34%)
API: 600,000 (20%)

— Fastest growing

— Korean: 93,710
— Filipino: 89,341
— Chinese: 84,170

(Cambodian:7,072| Laotian:3,053 | Hmong: 1,200)

Photos from The Orange County Register
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ee

verybody in
Orange Canw
is blond

and lives on
the beach”

No way. One look at the Register should be enough to convince
anybody that Orange County is a community of many cultures

and lifestyles. #You can see it in je |

PO o Ao FS of Corrp | o W
in May p— Pandiolon  rockels

Reqgister

Scmhmam.

our special coverage of immigra-
tion issues, ethnic celebrations
and neighborhoods like Little Saigon
—now the largest Vietnamese community in America. 01

course, feature articles aren't the only way we express our under- |

standing of the county’s cultural diversity. $Our everyday
coverage is equally broad-based and reflects the fact that if you
live here, we talk about you—whatever your race, nationality or
color. ¥Some peoplemaystill believe that Orange Countyiseither
all white. Or all tan. #But fortunately, they're in the minority.

\\\\\\\

WE KNOW BETTER.
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UC Irvine
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A Watershed
Moment in
Viethamese
American History

Hi-Tek Protest in 1999

Courtesy of Ly Kien Truc
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UC Irvine

54 Days and Nights of Protest (10,000 people at its peak)




Vietnam War Memorial at the Sid Goldstein Freedom Park, Westminster
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INTERVIEWS AS
PRIMARY SOURCES



Tran Thy Van

Vietnamese American Oral History Project



primary sources

Documenting the Southeast Asian American Experience

about

teach

help

reproduction

contact us

nprerma. ™I

READ FIND

an introduction to the digitized images
Southeast Asian (photographs, paintings,
American experience posters, etc.) and texts

(books, articles, etc )

SEAAdoc is an educational resource of the Southeast Asian Archive at the UC
Irvine Libraries focusing on post-1975 refugees and immigrants from Cambodia,
Laos, and Vietnam and the communities they have developed in the United
States. It contains 1,500 visual images and 4,000 pages of searchable text
selected from the Archive to represent a cross section of our holdings. More_ .
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primary sources

&> OAC =

Online Archive of California
Home Browse Institutions Browse Collections Browse Map About OAC Help What is OAC?
fprr e et | I oy \ L o
>Home > Contributing Institution 0 Share/Save + [ T JOTO LI i e o
[P petmapidkections— ) COOE
UC Irvine P By Ofaﬁ;g]e D)
Department of Special Collections and Archives ong Beach™ @ Santa’Ana M @
The UCI Libraries, P.O. Box 19557 Contributing institutions on campus: 4 e
Irvine, California 92623-9557 Collections with online items: 34 Huntington’_f. w‘ﬁg :
Phone: (049) 824-3047 Physical collections: 633 Beach = L'ake Forest

Fax: (949) 824-2472
Email: spcoll@uci.edu
http:/fwww.lib.uci.edu/

= ‘Mission Viejo (74)

Laguna Ni_guel
Op DaMamdata 2015 Google

Browse the Collections ‘ “®  Show collections with online items

“® Critical Theory Archive
“® Southeast Asian Archive
“®* Special Collections

“® University Archives

Find a collection at these institutions

Hit escape key to turn off autocomplete feature.
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UC Irvine

UCI Libraries | OC & SEAA Center

Follow us on Facebook!
facebook.com/ocseaauci




ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE

AM  RICAN EXPERIENCE

April 14
7:00 PM ‘
BarCIay Theatre _ www.VietFilmFest.com
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