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HUMANITIES CORE COURSE

Discovery Task 2: 

●     Read and analyze electronic journal articles from two sources to learn the differences between primary and 
secondary sources. 

Read all instructions first!
Worksheet Version

ASSIGNMENT: A.Use JSTOR, an electronic journal archive, to find articles about the Philippines written   
between 1898 and 1930.

B. Use Project Muse, a collection of electronic journals, to find recent ( articles about 
Filipino Americans.

  

OBJECTIVES: A.   Recognize the characteristics of a primary source.

B.   Recognize the characteristics of a secondary source.

C.   Access electronic journal articles that are examples of primary sources.

D.   Access electronic journal articles that are examples of secondary sources.

E.   Select, read and summarize a primary source article on the topic of the Philippines.

F.   Select, read and summarize a secondary source article on the topic of Filipino 
Americans.

WHAT TO DO TO COMPLETE THE ASSIGNMENT 

HINT:   Read the instructions completely before you start working on the assignment! 

Use JSTOR to find an article on the Philippines written between 1898 and 1941. 
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1.   Access JSTOR (http://www.jstor.org/jstor/) from the Libraries’ Homepage (www.lib.uci.edu) by selecting 
Article Databases, and clicking on J from the Article databases by title list. 

Article Databases 

If you know the... Use this... 

Article database by title 
A | B | C | D | E | F | G | H | I | J| K | 
L | M | N | O | P | R | S | T | U | V | W

2.   Click on the link to the JSTOR electronic journal archive. 

3.   Select the Search option in JSTOR. 

4.   Enter the word Philippines in the Basic Search box. 

5.   To search, you must select one or more disciplines or journals.   Select the disciplines of Economics, History, 
Political Science and Sociology. 

6.   Scroll down to the bottom of the page, and refine your search by limiting the publication dates to articles 
published between 1898 and 1941. 
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7.   Then press Begin Search.   Notice that you can Sort  Results by Highest scoring items first (relevance), Most 
recently published items first, or Oldest items first.   Decide which of these options will be of the most use to you 
in identifying articles as primary sources. 

8.   Scroll through the list of results and select an article that illustrates the United States’ attitudes and 
assumptions toward the Philippines at the beginning of the 20th century (1898-1930). 

9.   Write the citation for the article you found in correct MLA format and answer the following questions. 

a.   What kind of journal was this article written for?   Was it written for   popular journal, intended for a general 
audience, or is it intended for a more scholarly audience?   What disciplines or field of study might have been 
interested in this article at the time it was written?   Who might be interested in it today? 

b.   Is this an example of a primary or a secondary source?   Describe the characteristics that influenced your 
classification of the article as primary or secondary. 

Use Project Muse to find an article on Filipina/o Americans. 

1.   Access Project Muse from the Libraries’ Homepage (www.lib.uci.edu) by selecting Article Databases, and 
clicking on P from the Article databases by title list. 

Article Databases 

If you know the... Use this... 

Article database by title 
A | B | C | D | E | F | G | H | I | J| K | L 

| M | N | O | P | R | S | T | U | V | W

2.   Click on the link to the Project MuseSearch.. 
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3.   Enter the words Filipino American in the search box. 

  

4.   Scroll through the list of results and select an article that will help you understand current perspectives on the 
history and experiences of Filipina/o Americans in the United States. 

5.   Write the citation for the article you found in correct MLA format and answer the following questions. 

a.   What kind of journal was this article written for?   Was it written for   popular journal, intended for a general 
audience, or is it intended for a more scholarly audience?   What disciplines or field of study might have been 
interested in this article at the time it was written?   Who might be interested in it today? 

b.   Is this an example of a primary or a secondary source?   Describe the characteristics that influenced your 
classification of the article as primary or secondary. 
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