Meditation #4 
“Concerning the True and the False”
    Descartes is now quite used to withdrawing his attention from the senses.  That is, with practice, he has become more skilled at meditation. He reviews here what he knows and approaches another problem:  the possibility of knowing things other than his own existence and God's existence (a project that will have to wait just a bit longer, however).  Looking back at his hypothesis about a deceiver, he says that God could not be a deceiver.  Being able to deceive suggests power, but having a will to deceive would suggest "maliciousness or weakness" (81).  
I. Descartes' Claim 
►"All that we clearly and distinctly perceive is true" (55; synopsis). 
►If he uses properly the "faculty of judgment" (received from God), he cannot make a mistake (81).
II. The Problem
He makes mistakes all the time, countless mistakes.

III.  The Project 
►To explain human mistakes 

A. Besides the idea of God, he notices that he has an idea of nothingness. He is  "a middle ground between God and nothingness." This positioning helps to explain error as "merely a defect" (not depending on any such thing as a faculty for making errors) (82).

B. ►His capacity for willing  (choosing) is almost infinite.  It far exceeds (outstrips, goes beyond) his capacity for knowing (or his capacity for judgment, his understanding).
His errors "are owing simply to the fact that, since the will extends further than the intellect, I do not contain the will within the same boundaries; rather, I also extend it to things I do not understand" (84).
     NB: He is interested not in sin but in error (56; 84).
 IV.►The Solution

      He must hold off on making judgments when he does not have clear and distinct ideas (85).  Then he will not make mistakes.

Even if he leans toward the right choice and does so only through luck--not knowledge--he will still be at fault.  Only if he allows his intellect to guide his will will he be mistake free
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