Study Questions for The Official Story
1. The film opens with a scene in a school and Alicia introducing herself as a teacher. Discuss Alicia’s view of education. How does that view relate to her inability to see what is happening in her country?

2. Discuss power relations in the classroom. How does Alicia run her classroom? How do students respond? How does the classroom dynamic relate to some of the film’s major conflicts?

3. Alicia’s concept of history as she presents it to her students assumes a collective memory that is common to the nation. How does her personal memory come to clash with official history?

4. How does Alicia’s friend Ana tell her story of detainment and violation? What does she include and leave out in her telling? How does this compare with other accounts of torture we have read in class?

5. What do you think prompts Alicia to undertake her search for truth?

6. Motherhood is a central concern. Compare/contrast motherhood in domestic settings and public ones. 
7. What roles for women in society does the film present? How does the film comment on the role of women in the telling of history?

8. How would you describe Roberto? What are his concerns? Why doesn’t he get along with his family of origin? How does that affect his home?
9. How would you describe the standard of living of Roberto and Alicia? How about Roberto’s company and the people with whom he works? How does the movie present Roberto’s connection to events in the country?
10. The final scene presents Gaby sitting alone. How do you interpret this final scene? How does it comment on various questions raised by the film?

